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LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINTET 

SUBJECT: SAFETY OF IMPERIAL FAMILY AND POLITICAL PRISONERS 
REF: STATE 216754 

LOCAL PAPERS THIS MORNING ANNOUNCE RELEASE OF 55 POLITICAL 
PRISONERS, LIST HEADED BY FORMER FONMIN MENASSIE HAILE. SPECTEL 
WILL GIVE DETAILS. THIS IS GOOD OR BAD NEWS DEPENDING ON HOW ONE 
VIEWS IT. DEPT WILL KNOW THAT PERSISTENT REPORTS, SOME PROBABLY 
DELIBERATELY FROM DIRG, HAVE SAID EPMG PLANS TO RELEASE SOME, 
ANNOUNCE PRISON SENTENCES FOR SOME, AND EXECUTE SOME. THUS RELEASES 
COULD BE BEGINNING OF SCENARIO WE WISH TO FORESTALL. 

SUGGEST THAT INSTEAD OF HEAVING SIGN OF RELIEF, WE AND OTHER 
GOVTS CONCERNED SHOULD PROCEED WITH PLANS FOR STIMULATION OF 
EXPRESSIONS OF CONCERN FOR FUTURE. ANY SUCH MESSAGES (FROM WALDHEIM 
FOR INSTANCE) COULD BEGIN BY EXPRESSING SATISFACTION AT RELEASE 
OF 55 AND THEN SAY THAT BECAUSE REPORTS PERSIST OF PLANS TO EXECUTE 
OTHERS, BLANK GOVT WISHES TO SAY THAT SHOULD EXECUTIONS OCCUR, 
BILATERAL RELATIONS WOULD BE AFFECTED. I PLAN TO USE THIS FORMULA 
IF OPPORTUNITIES ARISE FOR TALKS WITH HIGH EPMG OFFICIALS IN 
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